
YOUR PASSPORT TO 
SOUTHEAST ASIA



THE APPEAL OF SINGAPORE

The World Bank has named Singapore as the easiest place in the world to do  
business—and consistently ranks it as one of the least corrupt countries in the 
world. That, combined with a skilled workforce, low tax rates and advanced 
infrastructure, means Singapore isn’t lacking in foreign investment. Add a  
government supportive of technology advancement, and a location that provides 
easy access to the rest of Southeast Asia, and Singapore becomes quite an  
ideal destination for Cloud Service Providers (CSPs). 



The business world is catching on.  
About 7,000 multinational corporations from the United States,  

Japan and Europe, and 1,500 companies each from China and India  

have already established their presence in Singapore.2 A few include  

Procter & Gamble, General Motors, Microsoft and Amazon.

SINGAPORE’S ENTERPRISE CLOUD 
ADOPTION IS FORECAST TO BE AT 
33% BY 20151



OF THE LAND
THE LAY

SINGAPORE ISLAND, 
PLUS MORE THAN 60 ISLETS

700 SQUARE KILOMETERS 

5.6 MILLION PEOPLE

OFFICIAL LANGUAGES: ENGLISH, 
MALAY, MANDARIN AND TAMIL

MAIN LANGUAGE: ENGLISH, 
ESPECIALLY IN BUSINESS, 
GOVERNMENT AND SCHOOLS



“Singapore has an ambitious program of 
cyberlaw development and some of the most 
modern digital economy laws in the region. 
In 2012, Singapore passed comprehensive 
privacy law ... providing a balanced approach 
between protecting personal information and 
facilitating innovation in cloud computing  
and the digital economy. “
— BSA, The Software Alliance, 
    2013 Cloud Computing Scorecard3



SINGAPORE HAS ONE  

OF THE HIGHEST RATES  

OF INTERNET USE IN  

THE WORLD, AT 73% 

INTERNET PENETRATION5

ADVANCED INFRASTRUCTURE

Singapore is home to more than 80 of the top 100 software 

and services companies, and it’s not hard to understand 

why. It continues to deliver on a vision that supports busi-

ness development. Decades ago, Singapore emerged as a 

leader in financial services—and now, it’s quickly becoming 

a cloud leader in Asia.

SUPPORTIVE GOVERNMENT

A big driver of Singapore’s technology advancements 

is a supportive government. Creating programs for developing 

more talent capabilities and increasing adoption in key verticals, 

government agencies like the Economic Development Board 

(EDB) and Infocomm Development Authority (IDA) provide the 

backboneto many of Singapore’s cloud technology innovations.

Early adopter in infocomm technology

Second most network-ready country in 
the world, and the first in Asia4 

Home to more than 143,000 infocomm
industry professionals

Home to more than 30 CSPs and 10 cloud data 

centers serving domestic and APAC markets

There is a strong presence of many key IaaS and  
PaaS players, including Fujitsu, SingTel, Amazon,  
NTT and IBM

To enhance market competitiveness and consumer 
focus, the government is now focusing on developing 
capabilities in SaaS companies

Putting its money where its goals are, IDA offers 
many opportunities to get financial support for 
SaaS projects via government initiatives and 
incentives, like the SaaS Enablement Programme

To learn about government initiatives available to CSPs, visit: http://www.ida.gov.sg



Committed to delivering the 

highest cloud delivery security. 

Singapore adheres to Best 

Practices in Server Virtualization 

Security; Security and Service Level 

Guidelines for Usage of Public 

Cloud Services; and  

Multi-Tier Cloud Security Standard.

GATEWAY TO ASIA

Even Singapore’s location is business-friendly. The simple fact that  

it is so close to the rest of Southeast Asia (Malaysia, Vietnam,  

Thailand, Philippines) has made Singapore a popular first  

destination for many CSPs expanding to the region. Reinforcing 

its close proximity, Singapore maintains excellent relationships with 

many Asian countries, making it a great place to forge connections.

Singapore isn’t just a geographical center. It’s also a global data 

management hub: 

15 active submarine cable system connections

Total submarine cable capacity of 114 Tbps
 
More than 50% of the commercial carrier and 

carrier-neutral data center space in Southeast Asia



Singapore jumped to fifth place in 
2013 BSA Global Cloud Computing 
Scorecard. As a result of new 
regulation for data protection 
that’s in line with the U.S., EU  
and Canada.

ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY 
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR CLOUD. 
STRONG GOVERNMENT 
SUPPORT. PRIME LOCATION. 

There isn’t much Singapore doesn’t 
have going for it, and it doesn’t seem 
as though that will be changing 
anytime soon. Cloud Service 
Providers looking to expand into  
Asia will do well by making
Singapore a top priority.

1 Cloud Computing in Singapore, Empowering the Next Generation Business 2013, p.8 

2 http://www.state.gov/outofdate/bgn/singapore/123332.htm 

3 http://cloudscorecard.bsa.org/2013/index.html
4 World Economic Forum’s Global Information Technology Report 2013 

5 wearesocial.sg, Social, Digital & Mobile in 2014



As the premier global colocation provider, only Equinix has the choice and flexibility to help your 
business go the distance. Whether that’s in miles or dollars. Contact Equinix today to get on your way. 

CALL 65.6723.8888 OR VISIT Equinix.sg

GATEWAY TO A WORLD  
OF OPPORTUNITY


